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NEWS RELEASE

Sept. 11, 1996
UM LECTURE PROBES APOCALYPTIC BELIEFS
MISSOULA One of the nation’s foremost religion historians will examine speculation about the end
of the world as the new century approaches in a talk at The University of Montana Monday,
Sept. 16.
Bernard McGinn, professor of historical theology and the history of Christianity at the
University of Chicago’s Divinity School, will deliver "The Meanings of the Millenium" as the first
speaker in the 1996-97 President’s Lecture Series. The free, public lecture begins at 8 p.m . in the
Montana Theatre in UM ’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
"McGinn is considered the leading authority, perhaps in the world, on Christian
apocalypticism," said Paul Dietrich, associate dean of U M ’s College of Arts and Sciences and a
liberal studies professor.
"H e’ll talk about the beliefs and interest in speculation about the end of the world as we
approach the year 2,000 and enter the third millenium," said Dietrich, who has used McGinn’s
work in his classes. "He’ll discuss several historical moments in Western history when that kind
of activity has been prominent, when there’s been a lot of interest in signs o f the end."
A professor at the University of Chicago since 1969, McGinn has spent his career
researching western religious history and thought and medieval theology and mysticism. He has
written 11 books on topics ranging from apocalypticism to mysticism. "Antichrist: Two Thousand
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Years of the Human Fascination with Evil," published in 1994, is one of the most famous books
McGinn has written, Dietrich said.
McGinn serves as editor-in-chief of Classics of Western Spirituality and editor of the
University of Chicago’s Journal of Religion. He has held research fellowships at the Institute for
Advanced Studies at Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at the Institute for Ecumenical and
Cultural Research at St. John’s University.
Dietrich said McGinn’s talk should appeal to a broad Missoula audience. "It’s been a long
time since we’ve had people in the President’s Lecture Series that deal with explicit religious
issues."
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